SCARING OFF THE SPOILER              263
If, however, the old magical power has gone, some prestige
attaches to the name of the English still; for villages where
they reside are not raided when all others suffer, for fear
that some evil may thereafter befall the thief. The writer
once spent a night in a little village of Nestorians in this
immediate district, called Shwawutha; a village whose
little rock-built church is shown in one of our illustrations.
Hospitality was given him there, as a matter of course ; but
in the middle of the night he was roused by a Dutch concert
of the most pronounced description. Men shouted, women
screamed, cattle bellowed, and sheep bleated ; while a
shot or so told that something warlike was afoot. And
soon folk came rushing in to tell him that the Kurds had
descended on the village, and were engaged at that moment
in turning it inside out.
Sure enough, when he emerged in somewhat sketchy
toilet, he found himself in the midst of some five and
twenty well armed ruffians. Most of them were gathered
on the threshing-floors, and threatening the villagers with
their rifles; while the rest were coolly rounding up the
sheep for the purpose of driving them away. Deponent
had some talk with their leader, carefully introducing him-
self as an Englishman, and laying stress on the fact that
he was going down from that village to the seat of govern-
ment, to interview the Vali and the British Consul. And
presently the.robber excused himself for a moment and
gave an order in Kurdish, which was not understood by his
interlocutor, but which resulted in his men allowing the
sheep to remain in their folds. He then turned round and
^explained with all politeness that he and his young men
were on a peaceful journey, and desired to be the guests
of the village for the rest of that night. Would the Effendi
use his influence with the headman to get him to extend
hospitality to them ? He tactfully ignored the fact that you
do not usually occupy a village with an armed force at
two in the morning as a preliminary to asking to be re-
ceived as a guest!
The Effendi told the headman that he had better let it
go at that, lest worse should befall him; for naturally he